The present study has observed 67 species of wetland birds, belonging to, 10 orders and 18 families from rural wetland Environs in Panipat district located at a distance of 90 KMs north of Delhi on National Highway No.1 (29.39°N 76.97°E) in Haryana, India. Out of 67 species, 35 species were winter migrants, 18 residents, 10 local migrants and four species were summer migrants. Peculiar species of birds recorded in Panipat rural ponds are Painted Stork Mycteria
INTRODUCTION
Panipat was carved out as a fully fledged district out of Karnal district in the year of 1 January, 1992. In regard of biodiversity of birds, Panipat despite total absence of forests has rich diversity of traditional rural ponds. Consequents upon this, it has been endeavored to determine Avian Biodiversity in reference of rural ponds. It has a total area of 1754 square kilometers with 567 villages. It is pertinent to mention that birds in the Indian subcontinent have been studied by stalwarts like Oates (1889) ; Baker (1926) ; Sibley and Monroe (1990) ; Ralph et al. (1993) ; Ali (1996) ; Grimmet et al. (1998) ; Manakadan and Pittie, (2001) and Rasmussen and Anderton, (2005) . In Haryana, studies in ornithology have been earlier carried by Gupta and Midha (1992) , Gupta and Bajaj (1996) , Kalsi (1998) and on wetland birds by Gupta and Bajaj (1997 , 1998 , 1999 , 2000 ; Gupta et al. (2009) ; Gupta et al. (2010a,b,c) , Gupta and Kaushik (2010a,b,c,d,e ) and Gupta and Kaushik (2011a,b) . However, no studies have been carried on the avian biodiversity of rural environs in Panipat district and hence the present study was undertaken.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
In order to analyze avian biodiversity in rural ponds of Panipat District, atleast 90 ponds spread over 75 villages in various blocks of Panipat District in Haryana, India were surveyed during 2005-2011. It was ensured to pay atleast one visit to each pond. Some ponds were visited more than twice or so. Readings were recorded with the help of Zenith Camera with a Tele-lens and Nikon Coolpix P500 to record bird's upto 500 Meters. The methodology is simple and precise. The methodology is basically based upon the basic rationale available in Ali (1996) . The nomenclature adopted was that of Manakadan and Pittie (2001) . The observations of six years have been telescoped in composite data which was subsequently assorted into Orders and Families. The wetland bird's species which were observed during the study period were further categorized according to their residential status categories like: Resident; Winter migratory; Local migratory and Summer migratory following the technique developed by Kumar et al. (2005) . Identification of birds has been done following Ali and Ripley (1987) , Ali (1996) , Grimmet et al. (1998) and Kumar et al. (2005) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The various wetland birds observed in rural ponds in Panipat district in Haryana during the winter season (2005) (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) Kumar et al. (2005) reported 242 species of water birds and 67 species of wetland dependent birds from India. Out of 242 Indian wetland birds' species, 125 are migrants, 109 residents, while the status is not known for eight species. It is crucial to mention that Gupta et al. (2009) reported 72 species of wetland birds from Karnal District in Haryana. Further, 66 species of wetland birds were observed from nearby Kurukshetra district in Haryana . At the same time, 63 species of birds were observed from Kaithal district . It is also clear from Table 1 that some 10 Orders (Podicipediformes, Pelecaniformes, Ciconiiformes, Anseriformes, Gruiformes, Chara driiformes, Falconiformes, Apodiformes, Coraciiformes and Pa sseriformes) a re represented by these birds. Ciconiiformes (17 species) is the most dominating order followed by Chara driiformes (16 species) a nd Anseriformes (14 Species) ( Fig.1 (Ali and Ripley, 1987, and Kumar et al., 2005) . The shortest sojourn in rural ponds during winter season is displayed by Mallard, Eurasian Wigeon and Common Pochard. The longest stay is depicted by Northern Shoveller, Northern Pintail, Bar-headed Goose, Greylag Goose and Rudy Shelduck, It is pertinent to mention that every bit of any given pond and majority of the village ponds in Panipat district were stuffed with winter migratory birds, so much so, that at least during the month of December and January, only migratory bird are seen in the village ponds and nothing else. The Migratory birds like Northern Shoveller, Northern Pintail, Garganey, Common Teal, Common Pochard, Spot-billed duck, Gadwall and Common Coot were seems to settle on the bank where they feel constant disturbance due to passerines, street dogs and children.
In the present study, an attempt has been made to piece together the various factual threats that are confronted by the migratory a vifauna. Albeit these threats apparently appear superficial but are primary in compounding the scenario into a potential tool capable of wiping out this significant event of international significance just like the total annihilation of the phenomenon of arrival of Siberian Crane in Keoladeo National Park in Bharatpur in Rajasthan. The threats, which the migratory birds are confronted with, are contained in a very narrow domain, quite fortunately, and, therefore can be dealt with comprehensively and precisely. The threats include the situation wherein village ponds are juxtaposed with human inhabitations thus constant disturbance to the winter visitors. The ever and fast depleting area of each and every pond due to encroachment of ponds' peripheral ground by villagers. The third most disturbing factor is the shortage as well as disappearance of perching islands within ponds which are a must for all birds specially for Bar-headed Goose, Northern Shoveller, Northern Pintail, Common Teal, Common Pochard, Gadwall Tufted Pochard, Red-Crested Pochard, Rudy Shelduck and Lesser Whistling duck etc.
On the top of all these threats, the move of Haryana Government to lease all village ponds for intensive Fishfarming has spelled disaster for the comfortable stay of winter migratory birds that arrive each year between October and February. The last but not least is multipurpose use of village ponds by the villagers constantly work as a major source of potential disturbance for the winter migratory birds in hundreds and thousands. It is argued that responsible quarters take cognizance of these serious threats that pause a great danger to a vital portion of global avian diversity.
Timely action may lead to assuring congenial conditions to the winter migratory birds. Any further negligence and indifferent attitude will lead to their annihilation. Hence suitable measures should be taken by authorities to ensure that artificial platforms are made available within the pond with thick cover of vegetation.
